METALEX SLAVNYCH CTYRICET LET

Ctyficet let nepreruseného a Uspéiéného Zivota firmy je nepochybné vhodnou pfileZitosti

k ohlédnuti a k rekapitulaci dosazenych vysledkl. Zejména kdyZ jde o podnik zabyvajici se

v pfevainé mire sportovn|m| a zavodn|m| automoblly a motocykly, tedy produkty zbytnymi a
silné zavislymi na -
momentalni
hospodarské situaci.

Metalex vznikal
pred ¢tyrmi
desitkami let bez
jakéhokoliv
ekonomického
zazemi, pouze
z nadSeni nékolika
zavodnik z jejich
Cisté lasky
k automobilovému
sportu a touhy
provozovat ho na
vy$Si Urovni. Pfipomenme si jejich jména, nebudou vam cizi a nezndma- Bervid, Bold, Janek,
Jilek, Navratil, Treybal (bohuzel jiz neZije) .

Metalex se narodil jako Ucelové zafizeni Automotoklubu v ramci tehdejsi motoristické
organizace, jina cesta nebyla moZzna. Hned od prvnich krtckd si musel na sebe vydélat a
snadné to nebylo. V pocatcich firmy byla metalizace ocelovych konstrukci - odtud prameni
nazev firmy — jakymsi podplrnym pilifem sportovnich aktivit. Ty logicky spotfebovavaly vice
prosttedk, neZli si dokazaly vydélat.

Zacatky byly nadmiru skromné — jedna opusténa stodola v Roztokach u Prahy, ktera uz
davno nestoji, a prestavény sklep v Kamenické ulici v Praze 7. Zahy ale vznikla dilna v Plzni
s mimoradné $tastnym personalnim obsazenim mechanik i $éfa fand(, tam se vyrabély
formulové vozy. Upravam a vyrobé soutéznich automobil(i zacal za néjaky ¢as slouZit provoz
v Mélniku. Ani tyto pomérné tézké zacatky a desitky problémd nedokazaly odradit skupinku
nadSencd, ktefi sli vytrvale za svym cilem — provozovat automobilovy sport na vyssi drovni a
s lepsi technikou.

Zavodni automobily a motocykly, které se za ta dlouha Iéta narodily v Metalexu pod znackou
MTX, jsou dnes jiz soucasti historie Ceskoslovenského a nyni ceského motoristického sportu a
véru tézko si Ize uplynula Iéta predstavit bez této znacky.

Mnohé z typd a modell vznikly v malych ¢i vétsich sériich, jiné byly vyrobeny pouze jako
prototypy nebo ve velmi omezeném poctu. VSechny vyrobky s puncem MTX vSak mély jedno
spolecné — na svoiji dobu vysokou uroven konstrukcnich praci i dokonalé femeslné provedeni.
Vidyt jeden z prvnich vyrobenych automobild, formule Skoda, startuje v mistrovstvi Ceské
republiky doposud !

Impozantni prehlidka vysledkd a Uspéchl dosazenych se stroji z Metalexu je ozdobena 14

FORTY GLORIOUS YEARS

M=

Forty years of uninterrupted and successful life of a company is always a good occassion to
retrospect on all its achievements.
The more so if the company in
question deals predominantly in
sports and racing cars and
motorcycles, that means products
bought for pleasure rather than
utility, and therefore highly
dependent on the general
economic situation at any given
moment.

Metalex was established four
decades ago without any funding
to speak of, as a natural
continuation of a handful of racing drivers' passion for motorsport and their de5|re to take it to
a higher level. Let's remember their names, pronounced reverently by a multitude of fans —
Bervid, Bold, Janek, Jilek, Navratil, and Treybal (who's sadly no longer with us).

As no other way was possible back then, Metalex was set up as a special-purpose organization
within the Czech Motorsport Club framework. From the very beginning, it had to earn its own
upkeep — a task by no means easy. To support sports activities, which by their very nature
logically consumed more funds than they could bring, it was decided to provide metalizing of
steel structures, an activity which gave the company its name.

Metalex started small, based in an abandoned barn in Roztoky near Prague, now long gone,
and in a converted cellar in Kamenicka street, Prague 7.Soon, aworkshop was established in
Pilsen to serve as a production facility for formula cars, staffed by a uniquely well-selected
team of car mechanics and managers, all motorsport fans. Later, another facility in Mélnik was
acquired to serve racing car modification and production. Neither the initial complications, not
the dozens of subsequent problems could discourage the team of enthusiasts who relentlessly
pursued their dream of doing motorsport on a higher level, with better technologies.

MTX-marque racing cars and motorcycles designed and produced over the years by Metalex
have since become a part of the Czechoslovak and Czech motorsport history. It would indeed
be difficult to imagine those past years without the brand. There were so many types and
models, in bigger or smaller series, not to mention designs made only as prototypes or micro-
series. What all the products bearing an MTX badge had in common was an excellent quality of
design and engineering and flawless workmanship. One of the first Metalex vehicles produced,
the Skoda formula car, has been participating in the Czech Republic Championship ever since!




mezindrodnimi tituly a témér 100 (!) tituly mistrd republiky. Za volanty stroja s emblémem
MTX usedala také vétsina Spickovych jezdcl, ktefi patfili k vykvétu nejen na domdcich, ale i na
zahranicnich tratich, at uz se jednalo o
soutéZe Ci zavody na okruzich, autokros
¢i zavody do vrchu. Za zminku jisté stoji i
fakt, Ze jeden z vyrobk(l Metalexu TATRA
V8 MTX se v roce 1997 stala drzitelem
prvniho oficidlniho ¢eského rychlostniho
rekordu.

Soubézné s vyvojem a vyrobou
formulovych vozU probihal v plzeriském
provozu jiz od roku 1970 i vyvoj vozu
buggy. Vzhledem k pretizenym vyrobnim
kapacitdam provozu se vsak Zadny
z prototypli nedockal seriové vyroby a
. z tohoto dlvodu byl zaloZen dalsi provoz
v Bukovnu u Mladé Boleslavi. Zde byl v roce 1988 dokoncen treti prototyp a zahdjena
maloseriova vyroba jak kompletnich voz(, tak samotnych sasi, které dali vzniknout radé
individudlnich reseni.

V roce 1976 bylo v Pfibrami zaloZeno odloucené pracovisté plzenského provozu, ktery se
mél zaobirat vyrobou okruhovych zavodnich motocykld. V c¢ervnu 1977 byl dokonéen prvni
prototyp a v lednu 1978 bylo pfedano prvnim zajemcim 9 identickych motocykld, zaklad tridy
125 cc Junior. Postupné Upravy, vedouci k zvySovani vykonu, vyvrcholily ¢tvrtou generaci
motocykld, se ktero v roce 1986 nastoupila ¢eskoslovenska reprezentace k poharovym klanim.
Uspéch téchto motocykl(i ved| k objednavkam strojd od reprezentantti Polska, Madarska a
dokonce Kuby. Zménéna ekonomicka situace po roce 1989 vsak donutila pracovniky MTX dalsi
vyvoj motocykld ukondit.

Obdivuhodna 3rilra Uspéchi by nebyla moZna bez maximalniho nadseni a zaniceni pro véc,
vlastnosti, které byly samoziejmé pro kazdého pracovnika Metalexu, at uZ $lo o konstruktéra,
délnika, testovaciho jezdce
nebo externiho
spolupracovnika.

Zcela nova éra prisla po
roce1989. Zaméstnanci firmy
zalozili vlastni spole¢nost
s nazvem MTX a pavodni
Metalex odkoupili. Nadseni
pro sport sice nepolevilo, ale
v novych a dosud neznamych
podminkach trzniho
hospodarstvi bylo nezbytné nutné prejit od prevainé zavodnich stroj ke komerénim
zalezitostem. Podafrila se i tato nejednoduchd operace a sou¢asny MTX se stal vitanym a vysoce
cenénym partnerem i pro primyslové giganty formatu mladoboleslavské Skoda Auto. Ze se ani
nyni zcela nerozloudil se svoji laskou ke sportu a se svym ptvodnim zamérenim, snadno
poznate z tohoto materialu, ktery mapuje soucasnost firmy.

Po témér vyhradné sportovni historii a zaméreni na sportovni a zavodni vozy se spole¢nost

The impressive display of achievements and successes reaped by Metalex/MTX vehicles boasts
14 international and nearly 100 Czech or Czechoslovak championship titles. Most top Czech
racing drivers have driven MTX vehicles to
victory in national as well as international
competitions, whether road, circuit racing
or autocross. Furthermore, the MTX Tatra
V8 established the first official Czech
landspeed record in 1997. This tour-de-
force has been made possible thanks to
the enthusiasm and dedication of every
single Metalex employee, from designers
through skilled labourers to testing
drivers and external collaborators.

Simultaneously with the development
and production of formula cars, buggies were developed ever since 1970 at the Pilsen facility.
However, due to a constant overload of production capacity, none of the prototypes made it
into mass-production, which is why
a new facility was eventually
established in Bukovno near Mladd
Boleslav. In 1988, the third
prototype was completed here,
followed by a small-series
production of both completed
buggies and separate chassis, which
were then used to build a number of
individual vehicles.

In 1976, a detached facility of the
Pilsen plant was established in Pfibram to focus on production of circuit racing
motorcycles.June 1977 saw the completion of the first prototype and in January 1978 the first
riders received 9 identical motorcycles, the basis of the 125 cc Junior class. Subsequent
modifications led to increases in performance, peaking in the 4th generation of motorcycles
which from 1986 the Czechoslovak national team rode in cup races. The bikes' success
attracted a number of orders from the national racing teams of Poland, Hungary and even
Cuba. Unfortunately, abrupt changes in the economic situation after 1989 forced MTX to
abandon further development of motorcycles.

The year 1989 saw the arrival of a new era. The employees joined to set up a company called
MTX and took over the original Metalex. Although they kept all the enthusiasm for motorsport,
this was a time of transition to market economy and the new and unknown challenges made it
necessary to shift focus from manufacture of mostly racing vehicles to more commercial,
profit-making activities. MTX pulled it off to become a valuable business partner for such big
players as Mlada Boleslav-based Skoda Auto. This didn't spell an end to passion for motorsport
or racing-related production activities but, in the brave new post-1989 world, MTX had to
adapt its manufacturing portfolio to reflect profound changes in the Czech economy.




musela pfizpUsobit novym podminkdam po roce 1989 a svij vyrobni program adaptovat nové
dobé.

Prvnim takovym krokem byla konverze projektu MTX Tatra V8 z pivodné vyhradné
okruhového specidlu na silni¢ni viiz kategorie Supersport.

Mimoradné vysoky ohlas na prvnim Autosalonu v Praze 1991potvrdil spravnost rozhodnuti.
Béhem této vystavy ziskala spole¢nost témér 200 poptavek po tomto voze a zacala intenzivné
pfipravovat vyrobu. Pak ovsem pfisla nabidka na odprodej celého projektu, vedeni spole¢nosti
se rozhodlo tuto nabidku vyuZit a prodalo cely projekt véetné vSech vyrobnich a dusevnich
prav. Pozar v nové spolecnosti bohuzel znicil veskerou budoucnost vyroby vozu, ve své dobé
nazyvaného , ¢eské Ferrari ,,.

Ve svém mélnickém provoze zacala spolecnost vyrabét v roce 1990 vozy se skladaci platénou
stfechou. Nejprve vyhradné pro némeckého partnera na bézi Skoda Rapid, poté jiz podle svého
vyvoje zadala upravovat vozy Skoda Favorit na dvoumistny, dvoudvefovy Roadster. Celd serie
cabrio voz{l byla zakonéena vozem na bazi Skoda Felicia a to Upravou na 4 mistny a &tyfdvefovy
kabriolet, vyrabény
témér do konce milenia.

Mimo cabrio Uprav
vyrabéla spolecnost
MTX podle designu
Vaclava Kriéle také
automobil pro volny ¢as,
nazvany MTX Beach
Buggy. Po prvnim prototypu na bazi vozu Skoda byly vozy vyrabény nejprve s motory Ford a
poté také s motory Hyundai — vzhledem k cilové skupiné zakaznikd mimo Ceskou republiku (
jak napovida jiz sam nazev vozu ) bylo marketingové dileZité zajistit celosvétovou dostupnost
servisni sité a to v roce 1992 jesté znacka Skoda neumoziiovala.

Kromé vyroby téchto specidlnich Gprav a vozl cabrio zUstala spolecnost vérna i své zavodni
historii. Vyuzila své dlouholeté zkusenosti a Siroké vyrobni moznosti k zaméreni na znackové
poharové zavody. Po Gvodni spolupraci na vyrobé voz( pro Peugeot Cup v letech 1992 — 93
repasovala 25 voz( Ford Fiesta pro ¢esky znackovy pohar.

V roce 1994 vyrobila veskeré
sportovni dily pro Upravu vozl
Ford Eskort RS 2000 a zaroveri ve
vyrobnim zavodé Fordu

v némeckém Kolinu tyto vozy
zkompletovala. Vyroba
poharovych okruhovych speciall
na bazi voza Ford vyvrcholila

v roce 1997 stavbou 36-ti kust
okruhovych speciald z Fordu
Fiesta Zetec 1.4 a nasledné 25-ti
vozU na bazi Ford Puma.
Posledni dosud vyrobenou serii

The first such step was to convert the MTX
Tatra V8, originally a pure-breed circuit
racing car, into a Supersport category road
vehicle. The big impact the car made at the
first Autosalon Praha trade show in 1991
confirmed this was a good decision. The
company collected nearly 200 requests and
began preparing production. Soon after,
MTX management was contacted by a
buyer interested in purchasing the whole
project, including all manufacturing and
intellectual rights. Agreeing to the deal, MTX didn't and couldn't know that a fire at the new
owner's premises would sadly destroy all hopes of ever producing what was called the Czech
Ferrari.

In 1990, the company started production of convertible cars at the Mélnik plant. At first a
Skoda Rapid-based convertible was made exclusively for a German partner, later MTX
developed its own Skoda Favorit modification, a 2-door
2-seater MTX Roadster. The convertible series
continued by a Skoda Felicia-based 4-door 4-seater,
produced almost until the end of the millenium.

In addition, MTX also produced a leisure car designed
by Vdaclav Kral, called MTX Beach Buggy. After an initial
Skoda-based prototype, the vehicles were fitted with
Ford and later also Hyundai engines, as the aim to

attract customers outside the Czech
Republic required a worldwide
servicing network, which back in
1992 Skoda wasn't yet able to supply.

Apart from the convertible and
special-purpose modifications, MTX
also remained true to its racing
history. Building on the many years
of experience and using its
comprehensive production capabilities, the company focused on single-make cup racing
vehicles. After cooperating on Peugeot Cup vehicles production in 1992 and 1993, MTX rebuilt
25 Ford Fiesta cars for the Czech single-make cup.

In 1994 MTX made all the sports parts for the Ford Escort RS 2000 racers, completing the
vehicles at the Ford production facility in Kéln, Germany. The peak in manufacture of circuit
racing cup specials came in 1997 with the production of 36 circuit specials based on the Ford
Fiesta Zetec 1.4, followed by 25 pieces of Ford Puma-based vehicles. In the latest cup special
series so far, MTX has cooperated with Bervid Motorsport to modify 30 identical BMW 130i




cupovych speciall bylo 30 kusd upravenych identickych BMW 130i ve spolupréci s Bervid
Motosport. V tomto pfipadé byly vozy nejen vyrobeny, ale kompletné servisovény a
pronajimany jezdclm v rdmci seridlu BMW Challenge.

Kromé plvodniho zaméreni na sportovni vozy se spolecnost po roce 1990 zaméfila i na

uZitkové Upravy, nejprve pravé voz( Skoda, poté pro véechny dostupné znacky na ¢eském trhu.

Zajimavou kapitolou této &asti historie firmy byla Gprava Skody Forman na viiz s otevienou
loznou plochou ( valnik ). Zakazku pro syrského zastupce znacky Skoda zprostiedkovala firmé
MTX sama automobilka.
Po Sesti tydnech vyvoje
byla zahajena seriova
vyroba a brzy bylo
dosaZzeno poctu 450
upravenych voz(/meésic.
Zména dovozni legislativy
na strané odbératele
vyrobu po pul roce
ukoncila, ale i pres to bylo
zhotoveno témér 1 400
vozU.

Vyznamné se rozvijejici segment prestaveb vozUl kategorie osobni na tehdy darové vyhodné
nakladni automobily pfivedl MTX k této vyrobé.

Silné vyrobni zazemi a zkusenosti vsech zaméstnancul spolecnosti brzy ucinily z MTX nejvétsiho
dodavatele téchto tprav a v dobé nejvétiiho rozmachu upravovala kromé voz(i Skoda i vozy
pro 13 vyhradnich dovozcl v celkovém poctu témér 30 000 vestaveb za rok.

V soucasné dobé spole¢nost nadale pokracuje ve vyvoji a
vyrobé specidlnich voz(, se zaméfenim nejen na
institucionalni partnery jako Policie CR a Arméada CR, ale i
mensi serie upravenych voz( dle pozadavkil jednotlivych
firem a dokonce i jednotlivé vozy pfimo pro konec¢ného
provozovatele.

Odpovédnost vedeni spolecnosti ( ktera je stale primo
fizena svymi vlastniky ) se mimo jiné projevuje i tim, ze
stale zajistuje technickou pomoc a dodavky specialnich
nahradnich dild na naprostou vétsinu svych vyrobkd a to
od prvni seriové vyrobené formule Skoda MTX 1-01, pres
vSechny verze Cabrio Uprav az po servis specialnich Gprav

z poslednich let.
O aktualnim vyrobnim programu spolecnosti MTX si nejlépe ucinite predstavu na jejich www
strankdch na adrese www.mtx.cz.

vehicles. On top of the modifications, MTX has also done all the servicing and rented the
vehicles to drivers competing in the BMW Challenge racing series.

In addition, starting from 1990 MTX developed and produced a number of goods- and utility
conversions, initially for Skoda vehicles, later for all the car makes available in the Czech
market. An interesting chapter in this part of the company history concerned the modification
of Skoda Forman into a flatbed goods vehicle, made on demand for the Skoda importer in Syria,
with the Skoda carmaker acting as intermediary. After six weeks of development, series-
production began and soon the volume of 450 rebuilt vehicles per month was reached. A
change in import legislation on the side of the customer made an end to the production after
half a year, yet even in such a short period the total of nearly 1,400 flatbed modifications were
made.

Responding quickly to legislation
which gave a tax advantage to goods
vehicles, MTX was the first to tap the
rapidly growing segment of
rebuilding passenger cars into goods
vehicles. With a strong production
base and an experienced staff, MTX
became the biggest supplier of these
rebuilds and, at the peak, converted
Skoda cars as well as those of 13
exclusive importers' cars in volumes
totaling over 30,000 units per year.

Currently, MTX continues to develop and produce special cars, supplying important
government institutions such as the Czech Police and the Czech Army, as well as making smaller
series of customized rebuilds for private companies, and even individual vehicles for end-users.

MTX owners' (who still manage the company themselves) have always kept a strong policy of
responsibility. A proof may be seen in the fact that the company still provides technical
assistance and supplies unique spare parts for virtually all its products, from the first series-
produced Skoda MTX 1-01 formula car through all the convertibles to servicing and repairs of
all the recent modifications and rebuilds. For a detailed and up-to-date overview of MTX
production portfolio, check the company website at www.mtx.cz .
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